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City of Rolla – Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes – May 5, 2025
5:30 p.m.

In Attendance: Ken Kwantes, Aimee Campbell, Tina Balch, Jeremy Jamison (via Telephone), Darin Pryor, Tom Coots, Angela Keehn


Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman, Ken Kwantes.

Due to the fact the meeting did not have a quorum, discussion only followed.

No formal votes were taken.

Chairman Kwantes gave the introduction and stated the meeting today is to discuss the Bike Month Proclamation, which will happen at the City of Rolla Council Meeting tonight as well finalizing details for bike week activities during the week of May 12-18, 2025.

Kwantes asked Campbell what date she would be on the radio to announce Bike Week activities, Kwantes said he would join her for Morning Mayor on Monday May 12th at 8:30.

Discussion about how and when prizes for Bike Week would be awarded ensued. There will be a Biking Swag Gift box valued at $100 given away on Wednesday May 14th.  Visit Rolla will be sponsoring the giveaway and Campbell will be taking care of making the post on Visit Rolla Facebook page and the announcement of the winner later in the week.

Mr. Rohter was not in attendance to present about the Active Transportation Academy Scholarship, however those in attendance did an internet search to find out a little more about the opportunity and the upcoming dates for the Academy.  Through the search it was determined that the location of the next Academy is Bentonville, AR, scheduled for October 21-24, 2025. The price for attendance is $2,925.00, this amount in all inclusive, meals, bikes, helmets, and accommodations. Those in attendance are interested in learning more about what types of scholarships are available from Mr. Rohter at an upcoming meeting.

Mr. Kwantes mentioned the City of St. Louis and the amount of pedestrian and bicycle related deaths in recent years has been climbing and their city is rethinking and making efforts to educate drivers, motorcyclist, bicyclist, and pedestrians about the dangers of being distracted  when you are out on the city streets,  All the members present felt there was a need for the citizens of Rolla to be reminded to always remaining aware of their surroundings and of others when driving, biking, and walking.  The committee can remind and re-educate the citizens with reminders to put the phones down and look both ways when walking across the street, or reminders to wear bright or light-colored clothing when biking or walking at night.  
Mr. Jamison stated NICA mountain bike team will be hosting the first race of the season.  Jamison would like to see if it is possible for Mayor and/or BPAC members there for the opening of the race and maybe say something or welcome racers to Rolla, something along those lines.  The race dates are August 23rd and 24th.  Mr. Pryor stated he would see what he could do to facilitate getting the mayor and other members there for the opening, as well as scheduling a meeting approximately two weeks prior, sometime around the week of August 5th – 8th.  

Chairman Kwantes mentioned Kid’s Safety Day at Lion’s Club Park is coming up on July 19th and he would like to set up a meeting a week or two before the event.  Discussion ensued about what items would be given away.  Darin stated he would order 100 helmets and bicycle bells; Aimee stated the Chamber would donate bike lights and have stickers to hand out.  Tina Balch volunteered to help with the event.  Darin was going to research what was available for purchase from League of American Bicyclists and will send out an email to get opinions.

Mr. Pryor stated MoLTAP (Missouri Local Technical Assistance Program) has taken ownership of the bicycle trailer and has a certified trainer who can go around and give Bicycle Safety Training for people and groups in the community. 

Ms. Campbell spoke about the upcoming Rt 66 Centennial next year.  There will be at least a couple of events taking place which the committee may want to be a part of.  There are talks about a re-enactment of the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony of the opening of Rt.66.  There is a bicyclist breaking the Guiness Book of World Records for biking Rt. 66.  He will be stopping in Rolla and Joplin, the only stops in Missouri.  Kwantes asked how the Rt. 66 sign at Buehler Park was coming along.  Darin said it should be finished hopefully by Summerfest on June 6 & 7.

Kwantes ended the meeting at 6:05 p.m.
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